Hodgkin's disease. Future treatment strategies: fact or fiction?
Many new approaches involving biological agents have given promising results in experimental HD models. Clinical trials with immunotoxins, IL-2, Bi-Moabs or radioimmunoconjugates have demonstrated some clinical efficacy in patients with advanced refractory HD. Although it looks very unlikely to cure patients with larger tumour masses by either of these approaches, it might be feasible to treat bulky disease by conventional therapy first and then administer biological drugs to kill residual H-RS cells. Future phase-III trials will have to prove a possible superior effect of this combined immuno-/chemotherapy. In the meantime, the search for the most promising approach continues.